)&A: To Say or Not to Say

The Scenaro:

Crdig wds Nok impressed. The very firsk thing Mr. Merv did ds the the qug and returned ie ko her bdse, no doubk skipping and whiskling
replacement. group leader was run afeer wiry, opposing tedm member dll the way. Skip and Sue's "Rabbit-Decoy Maneuver' wds the oldest
Skip, leqving he Hqg wide open for cqpkure. If Craiq hadn'e doubled trick in the book, and thanks ko Mr. Merv, their kedm wds 4 hdir dway
his effores and run back on defense, Sue would have surely grabbed from humiligeing defeqt.
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Crdig thought dbout ik for g few moments and decided thde in the "Well, I'qd like ko remdin here, becquse we're on d slighl-, hill" Mr. Merv
dbsence of khe usudl, experienced group leader, Mr. Frank, someu\ing answered. "I can see the entire field from here."
needed ko be done ko "sqve’ their game of Capture the qug before it
was €00 Igee. Mr. Merv obviously hadn'e had much recent experience. "Well, Mr. Frank never needs to skand de the flag o be dble to see dll

the kids. Quick, get ko the middle before Sue comes dround!"
"Mr. Merv" Crdiq sdid loudly. "Jou go o the middle of the field and
keep an eye on Sue. Tl skay here and quard.”



However, before Mr. Merv could respond, Skip
came running from the lefe flank, sliding pase
the reqr of the circle with his arm redching for

the Hqg. Craiq and Mr. Merv turned o look
behind them, dnd de thde very moment Sue
came rushing in from behind qe full speed. Skip
and Sue collided and landed in a pile directly
on top of the Hq_c,. There was d moment of
silence gs Skip and sue picked themselves up.

‘Maybe we should slow down so no one geks
hurt,” Mr. Merv sdid.

Craiq_jumped forward. "Are you hure, Sue? Skip?"
he asked quickly. When both Sue and Skip shook
their heads, Craig conkinued: "Okay, good! Then
youre both cqught. Now 9o ko jail. We only have
fifeeen minukes left, so Mr. Merv, you skay here
and quard. Tl 90 for a counkeraekack and cqpkure
the other team's flag.”
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You're both caught. Now go to jal.
We only have fifteen minutes Left, so
Mr. Mery, you stay here and guard.

Mr. Merv couldn'e get in a word edgewise, and Crdig
wds s0on halfway dcross the field, contemplaking his
skrakeqy. Craiq spied the opposing team's flag, and ko
his damadzement it was completely unqudrded. Losers,

he £hought 45 he sndeched the F|q3 and 3leeFuH9 sped
towdrd his base, skill wondering why he wasn'e meeting
opposikion.

As he came closer ko his kedm's base, he nokiced
everyone was Skill huddied around the flag ared talking.

"All fight, everyone, this is noe qoing well" Craiq
interrupeed. He fele distinckly annoyed. ‘Line up, and Tl
decide on the teams. Let's 90, people! Move, move!’



Questlown: I have opinions dnd ideds, and somekimes I
think T should be the one in charge raeher than my kedchers
and parenks, especidlly when ks something T know more
dbouk thdn they do. IS khde okay?

‘Let every man be swift o hear, sLow to
speak, sLow to wrath' (James 19 AKJIV).

What f | knnow
what's best?

Question: Bue whde if I'm prekky sure I'm right and
thde My [drenk. oOr kedcher is doing something wrong? Isn't
ik My duty ko Spedk up and make ik right?

Answer: Yoy have many gifes and kalents, and youre
sdre, and as you get older, youll find yourself incredsingly
cgpdble of coming up with good ideds for yourself and for
your friends. Te's wonderful when you pue your gifes and
bdlenes ko good use. However, pare of growing up is dlso
learning how o use your gifes and kdlenes wisely. A mdeure
individudl knows how ko respectfully present his or her ideds,
dnd i kakes time 0 ledrn how 0 do thae. In fdck, being
humble dnd respectful towdrd others is d sign of mdeurity).

You wmay, but part of
maturity 15 also Learning
to work with others.

Answer: You should dways spedk up if you feel thae
Something is wrong, bue you dlso need o learn &0 do khae
the fight way. Make ik g godl ko learn ko spedk in humiliey
and with respect. Share your ideds with openness and d
readiness for feedback from okhers, even if their views
conflice with yours de kimes.



_ Even if the poink you wank o bring oue is fight, youre Pukking yourself in the wrong

I'hereby publicly it yoyre making your poink. in g proud and disrespeckful way. No mdeker how good you

proclaim bhatb  whink your point. s, if youre nok communicaing ik in a kind dnd respectful manner, i's
~  MrMervis  jysk nok fighk. Puk more imporkdnce on showing loving respect. than on simply being righk.
hopeless at
_ Capture the Flagl  1's glso importank. ko remember khde N0 makker whde your opinion may be, there's dluays
the chance thak you dre wrong or thde you don'e see or understand the full issue. If you kry
ko remember thak, youll be humbler and more open in your conversdkion and joresenkdkion.

Quesktion: Sometimes it 5eems thak those
Older than me simply don't know gs much aboue | I see what you mean,
somehhiﬂf] as I do, so why would T have o 90 Coach. | was Looking at it
oue of MY way ko show respect if kheyre nok ds differently, though...
informed or knowledgedole and simply wank me o
see things from their perspeckive?

ANSWERr: Showing respeck. ko others is Nok doouk
whether yoyre smdrker than someone else; ik's
dboue courkesy and good manners being g pare of
your communicakions dnd inkerdckions wikh okhers
whekther you're in khe wrong or the fight.

Everyone hds q different wedkh of knowledge,
experiences, anq inkeress, and khae can influence
whde you feel strongly opinionaeed dboue. When
youre young, ik’s eqsy ko focus on someone else's {Polocehningiinernatiolenicages
lack of knowledge or understanding, and ko ush the BUE in humiLiEy ‘:’”"‘b et
fack. thdk. you know more and dre Tight. Te can help " e
you k0 Skep back and consider the bigger pickure.

Right-but-
Now-Wrong




You can ask yourself whekher proving your poink is whde's This i5 nok £ say thde you should simply verbally agree

of mosk value in the situdeion. Perhdps you dre missing with everyehing (even if you disagree), because khde will only
something beyond the simple facks, dnd your pdrent or make you feel unheard and reseneful. Respeck is d kwo-way
kedacher has g deeper undersl—,qnding of it. Those who dre Skreek, dand both pqrt:ies in g discussion should be wilh‘ng to

older than you have decumuldeed more wisdom dnd knowledge  hedr the okther side. The key is learning ko present. your
dbouk life in generdl, which can influence g viewpoink beyond  viewjpoink. with respeck and courkesy even if you dre more
the simple Scholgstic or l—,echnolo_c}icql knowledge or current knowledgeqble.

krends and fashion.
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Question: How an T get pask khe fruskrakion T feel
when I face these conflicks with My parenks or kedchers?

Somekimes s your kemper dnd irfigeion cools, you may
find thae it redlly wasn'e such a big dedl, and you can
let it jass. Okher times the hurt remdins, and you will
need ko communicgte dbouk ik. In Sikugkions like thdk,
find a way €0 express khde €0 your [odrenks o kedchers
50 you cdn let khem know how the communicgkion or
issue has dffecked you. Tk helps €0 define whde ik was
thae lefe you feeling fruskraeed of hurk 50 thae you can
communicaee it cledrly. You can dlso do ic in wriking if
you have d hard time expressing yourself verbally.

Pare of growing up dnd mdeuring is nok dllowing anger
or fruskraeion ko become g predomindnt fedeure of

Answer: Not every conflice is oing ko end harmoniously,

You may wak away from such d discussion feeling fruskraeed
unhedrd, or even undermined, and if thae's the cdse, then yoy
should kry €0 clear thae Up, bue ik's Nok dlways successful ko
qo 50 in the hede of the momenk.

your communicgtions with Your [parents or tedchers.
Learn o |00k ppask whde you're currently upset
dbout dnd focus on whde you can ledrn from your
inkerdctions wikh your pdrenes dand kedchers, even if
you don'e agree wikh evergi-,hn Fs Good communicdeion
Skills are an importane park of your inkerdckions
with others. Buk it's d two-way skreet of liskening
ko others and expressing your own opinions dnd
thoughts. Many kimes, ik comes down ko asking
yourself whekher the bekker choice is k0 5ay whdk's
ON your mind, or nok ko 54y ik dnd lisken. Arquing
simply for the sake of being right ofeen prevents you
from seeing the bigger picture.
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