LET'S TALK
ABOUT MAKING GOOD

» DECISIONS.
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_\\ 1." I'D LIKE TO

TO HELP IN MAKING
DECISIONS.
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MARING
G00D
DECISIONS

TEACH YOU ABOUT cm?gg;&z E5
SEVEN CATEGORIES T IR
OF STEPS YOU CAN TAKE ™ INCLUDE:

THE VOICE OPEN ND
OF THE WORD CLOSED DOORS



, WHEN MAKING A

DECISION, IT'S HELPFUL
TO RELY ON MORE THAN
ONE CATEGORY.

I'd like to invite Patricia to
spend Saturday with me.

EVEN IF YOU THINK

YOU KNOW THE ANSWER
AFTER UTILIZING ONLY ONE
CATEGORY, IT'S WISE TO USE
ONE OR TWO MORE TO HELP
YOU TO BE SURE YOU
GET IT RIGHT.

WHAT DECISION WOULD YOU LIKE
TO RECEIVE MY GUIDANCE ON?

My older cousins invited me
to play basketball
with them,

LET'S LOOK AT
HOW TO USE THESE
DECISION-MAKING
CATEGORIES.




THE FIRST
PLACE TO LOOK FOR
GUIDANCE IS IN THE
WRITTEN WORD.

THE 1°T CATEGORY 1S ...

THIS WILL INCREASE
YOUR FAITH THAT I AM
GUIDING YOU IN MAKING A
GOOD DECISION.

——

" Proverbs 3:6 ERV
2 Psalm 25:9 NLT



IT'S IMPORTANT TO
SEE IF THEY AGREE WITH
YOUR DECISION OR HAVE ANY
POINTS TO CONSIDER IN YOUR
DECISION. THIS IS ESPECIALLY
NECESSARY IF YOU NEED
THEIR HELP.

YOUR PARENTS CAN
; HELP YOU IN MAKING DECISIONS
THE 2 CATEGORY 15 ... L AND ADVISE YOU ON WHAT I5

©GOO0D FOR YOU.

“THE WISE LISTEN
TO ADVICE."?

3 Proverbs 12:15 NIV



RD A PROPHECY OR HEARING | AFTER B Lord, please Lord, please
THE 3% CATEGORY IS ... | " EROM ME I5 A DIRECT COUNSELING give me Your give o Your
REVELATION. WITH YOUR cournsel. advice.
PARENT OR
Jesus, do TEACHER, YOU
You have advice CAN ALSO ASK
for me? ME FOR ADVICE.

‘DO ANY OF YOU
NEED WISDOM?
ASK GOD FOR IT.
HE 1S GENEROUS
AND ENJOYS GIVING
TO EVERYONE”
(JAMES 1:5 ERV).

Did that
dream mean I

can spend Saturday
with Patricia?

A VISION (PICTURES
YOU SEE IN YOUR MIND WHEN /*
PRAYING) OR A DREAM WILL
SOMETIMES BE A DIRECT
REVELATION, AND YOU SHOULD /
ASK ME WHAT IT MEANS.




MANY TIMES WHEN
YOU ASK FOR MY HELP IN

ALSO, WHEN YOU ARE READING THE BIBLE

MAKING A DECISION, T MAY OR STUDYING A BIBLE-BASED CLASS, I
THE 4T CATEGORY 15 .. BRING TO MIND BIBLE LIKE TO POINT OUT TO YOU A CERTAN
VERSES OR STORIES. VERSE OR SENTENCE AND TELL YOU ...
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This is for
you. I have more
to tell you about

this,

50O WHEN
SOMETHING
JUMPS OUT AT
YOU FROM
YOUR BIBLE
STUDIES, OR

YOU THIN
I MIGHT BKE “YOUR WORD 15 LIKE

SPEAKING TO A LAMP THAT GUIDES
YOU THROUGH MY STEPS”

SOMETHING (PSALM 119:105 ESV).

THAT YOU ARE
READING, STOP
AND ASK

ME ABOUT IT SO
I CAN

EXPLAIN MORE.

4 Ecclesiastes 4:9 KJV



WHEN I'M
SUPPORTIVE OF
DOING SOMETHING,

I MAKE IT POSSIBLE
TO HAPPEN. THAT'S LIKE y SOMETIMES, I ENCOURAGE
T\ OPENING A DOOR | MI'." m YOU TO WAIT BECAUSE I
THAT YOU CAN GO Al ' HAVEN'T OPENED THE DOOR OR
T THROUGH. ] PREPARED THE WAY YET.
1]
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THE 5™ CATEGORY IS ...

AND SOMETIMES 1 MIGHT ENCOURAGE YOU BY My dad will
OPENING THE POOR (MAKE THINGS HAPPEN). drive us to the
basketball

court.

vie gyl




THE 6™ CATEGORY IS ...

THIS CLUE ISN'T

NEARLY AS IMPORTANT

AS THE FIRST FIVE.
T

EVEN IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO DO

GOOD TO DO IT.
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SOMETHING, THAT DOESN'T MEAN IT'S

YOU SHOULD STILL ASK YOUR PARENTS IF
THEY AGREE WITH THE PLAN.

What do you
think?
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BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNG,
YOUR PARENTS MIGHT ALSO
HAVE SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT
YOUR DECISION.

AND REMEMBER TO ASK ME TO HELP
YOU WANT WHAT IS BEST.
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They’re bigger
than you. But since
they invited you ...

C

[ really want to
play with my cousins,
but I also want
what is best.
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Read Psalm 37:4.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037%3A4&version=KJV;NIV

THE 7™ CATEGORY 1S ...

THAT'S SOMETHING
GIDEON DID TO BE SURE

HE UNDERSTOOD ME
CORRECTLY.

SOMETIMES, FOR EXTRA
L/ PROOF, YOU MIGHT WANT TO DO

—

B SOMETHING T'LL REFER TO AS
SETTING A FLEECE.

(=

READ ABOUT IT IN “GIDEON
AND THE FLEECE."®

Lorg, if it
stops raining
by four ...

1111.
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5Judges 6:36-40



THE MOST IMPORTANT

CATEGORIES ARE THE
FIRST THREE.

Dy

G0D'S
WORD

~ N

¢0DLY
COUNSEL

\

YOU WON'T ALWAYS
USE THE SEVEN CATEGORIES
IN THE SAME ORDER.
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2 FOR EXAMPLE ...
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SOMETIMES YOU MIGHT
HAVE A DREAM FIRST.

AND THEN NEXT YOU ASK
FOR GODLY COUNSEL.

IT'S GOOD TO INCLUDE SOME OR
ALL OF THESE THREE CATEGORIES
IN MAKING A DECISION.

LR

DIRECT
REVELATION




OR MAYBE YOU KNOW OF AN OPEN
POOR FOR SOMETHING.

Our dad is
driving us to the
basketball court,
and he said he
could pick you
up too.

Dad, may I play
basketball with my
cousins?
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AND SOMETIMES T'LL LEAD YOU
THROUGH YOUR GODLY COUNSELORS
TO USE ADDITIONAL CATEGORIES TO
HELP WITH YOUR DECISION OR MAYBE

EVEN TO USE ALL SEVEN.

<

But it’s cloudy,
so if it starts raining
again, that would be like
a closed door since the
court is outside.

THAT WAY YOU
CAN MAKE THE BEST
CHOICES.




THERE ARE TIMES
WHEN YOU THINK YOU'VE
SETTLED ON THE RIGHT
DECISION...
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.. WHEN YOU DECIDE

TO CHECK IF THERE IS ANY
MORE INPUT TO HELP YOU BE
SURE IT'S THE RIGHT CHOICE.
IT'S ALSO OKAY TO REPEAT
A CATEGORY YOU'VE
ALREADY USED.

THIS WAY YOU

CAN GAIN MORE HELPFUL

INPUT FOR YOUR
DECISION.

I'd like more
godly counsel from
Mom about what we
can do together.

You could
/ play outdoors \

with Patricia while
the weather
is nice.




YOU CAN BE SURE —p
THAT WHEN YOU WANT MY
GUIDANCE FOR YOUR DECISION
THAT I WILL GIVE YOU THE
HELP NEEDED TO MAKE A
GOO0PD CHOICE.
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Dave, we’re here I , .
to pick you up. It I nl11 Ig)o;ng tcla
stopped raining! call Patricial
1
— YeaH! Let’s go!
“IF YOU NEED
WISDOM, ASK OUR
) » GENEROUS GOD,
& ] 1 AND HE WILL GIVE
P % ! N IT TO YoUu”
(JAMES 1:5 NLT).




Thank you
for inviting me over
today. I was feeling
lonely.

I'm glad I did.
I missed you,
Patricia.

YOU MIGHT NOT
ALWAYS GET WHAT YOU
WANT WHEN YOU ARE ASKING
FOR HELP TO MAKE A GOOD
DECISION, BUT 1 PROMISE
YOU THAT YOU'LL ALWAYS

AND THAT WILL
MAKE YOU THE HAPPIEST
IN THE LONG RUN.
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