HELLO AGAIN,
T'M MARA.
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TWOUD WKE 10 184 W 17 was A areaT sUMMER WITH LOTS OF ACTIUITIES, TIME WITH

WAS 11, AND T SPENT AN FRIENDS, SWIMMING, SPORTS, AND BIBLE CLASSES.

EXTENPED TIME AWAY
FROM MY FAMILY AT A
YOUTH CAMF.
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T SHARED A CABIN WITH THREE
OTHER GIRLS, AND SINCE WE
= WERE GOING TO BE THERE
FOR A WHILE, T WANTED TO
“DECORATE” THE PLACE A BIT.
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T HAD THIS IPEA THAT WE
COULP DECORATE ONE
WALL OF THE CABIN WITH
TREASURES AND TRINKETS
THAT REMINDED US OF HOME.

WHEN T TOLP THE GIRLS
ABOUT MY IVEA, THEY
ALL UKEPR IT.
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WE SPENT ONE FREE AFTERNCON PUTTING UP EVERY NIGHT, WHEN T A COUPLE OF WEEKS

OUR PIECES AT TALKING ABOUT BACH ITEM. WAS GOING 1O BED, TD INTO THE CAMP, T NOTICED

ADMIRE OUR WALL. THAT THE ONLY ITEMS
STILL ON DISPLAY WERE
_| My contriBUTIONS.
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WHAT HURT WAS THAT
=4 ol | THEY HAD ALL GOTTEN

OH, WE AL PECIVED
T WAS WONDERING WHERE EVERYTHING T WAS A LAVE IDEA, | T WAS CRUSHED! TOGETHER AND TALKED

WENT, SO T ASKED ONE OF MY CABIN SO WE TOOK OUR O ABOUT IT, BUT NO ONE

MATES WHAT WAS GOING ON. STUFF DOWN. HAD LET ME IN ON THE
CONVERSATION.

IT WASN'T THE
FACT THAT NO ONE
UKEP THE IEA.




Has anything like that ever happened to you?

YOU WISH YOUR FRIENDS WOULD  LRdl) | all. TN _JJ1 1
TELL YOU THE TRUTH INSTEAD OF _( ' A FRIEND WHO 1S WILLING

GOING BEHIND YOUR BACK. TO TELL YOU HARD TRUTHS
IS A VERY GOOD FRIEND.
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THE BIBLE SAYS THAT “FAITHFUL ARE THE WOUNDS OF
A FRIEND."' THAT MEANS THAT EVEN IF A FRIEND TELLS
YOU SOMETHING THAT HURTS YOU A UTTLE BIT—
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CAN We
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MARA,
TALK?Z
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THAT PERHAPS YOUR ATTITUPE IS OR THAT YOU'RE POING SOMETHING OR THAT PEOPLE DON'T AGREE IT'S BECAUSE
... MAYBE NOT S0 GREAT, DANGEROUS, WITH YOU— ! , THEY CARE

DO YOU THINK
IT'S SAFE 10 GO ON
THAT SITEZ
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/ UIKE FUN...
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Those are the friends who have your back.

THEY'RE GOING TO TELL YOU WHAT'S WHAT, BUVEN IF IT'S HARD FOR YOU TO HEAR. THEY AREN'T TELLING
YOU TO HURT YOU; THEY'RE TEWLING YOU TO HELF YOU.
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WE ALL NEED A FRIEND
WHO WILL TEWL UsS IF WE
HAVE SOMETHING STUCK
BETWEEN OUR TEETH,

YOU KNOW, MARA, GOING
ON ABOUT WANTING TO
LO<E WEIGHT IS HURTING

JESSICA...

AND? MARA
THINKS SHE

I APPRECIATE
YOUR HUGS,
ALEC, BUT T

OR WE NEEP TO FIND A
BETTER PEODPORANT.

s WE NEED SOMEONE TO TELL US IF

OUR ACTIONS HAVE UNWITTINGLY HURT
| SOMEONE WITHOUT US NOTICING.

R




At the same time, if you want to be a good and faithful friend, you will sometimes

be faced with the challenge of having to “wound” your friend.

THE BIBLE TALKS ABOUT THE WOUNPS
OF A FRIEND. THE WORP “WOUNP”
IMPUES THAT IT COULY BE A BIT

BUT SOMETHING IMPORTANT TO FIRST ASK
YOURSELF IS WHY YOU FEEL COMPELLED
TO TELL YOUR FRIEND ANYTHING.

EUEI

| [l 5
@ Hi, ALEC ... ER, I l U

MESSY, THAT IT COULY HURT.

Y aall SHALL WE FIND A
LORD, T KNOW BUT I CARE PLACE WHERE WE -
ABOUT HIM, AND CAN TALK.?
WITH THAT CROWD...
SEE HIM HUET..
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IF YOU'RE BEING
McoPY OR HAVING A
BAD DAY, MAYBE YOU
NEED TO HOLZ IT IN.

BUT IF YOUR MOTIVATION FOR TELLING YOUR FRIEND
SOME HARD TRUTH IS TO PROTECT HIM OR HER FROM
BEING HURT OR FEOM HURTING THEMSELVES OR
SOMEONE ELSE, THEN YOU HAVE THE RIGHT MOTIVATION.

IN TIME, YOU WILL COME TO SEE WHICH FRIENDS REALLY HAVE YOUR BACK—THE ONES WHO ARE WILLING TO WORK THROUGH THE “UaLY” WITH YOU. WHEN YOU
FIND FRIENDS UKE THAT, BE GRATEFUL. TAKE THE STING, BECAUSE THE WOUND WILL HEAL, AND YOU WILL BE WISER AND HAPFIER FOR A FEIN GOOD FRIENDS
WHO VALWE YOU ENOUGH TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH.

Footnotes
Proverbs 27:6 K]V
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