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 Facing 
 the Lion A story is told of a young boy who is making his way 

on horseback to a land of promise, but the boy’s entire 
journey seems beset with encounters with lions.

During the beginning of his journey, when 
lions pursue him and another nearby 
traveler, they end up journeying together for 
added safety.
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Is that a lion 
I hear?!

We must hurry, 
lest the lion catch 

up with us!

At another 
time, just as 
they are trying 
to reach the 
safety of a city 
in advance 
of some 
evildoers, 
and think 
they may 
not make it, 
another lion 
pursues them. 
This causes 
them to 
expend even 
more energy 
and strength 
to reach the 
gates of their 
desired haven.
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Further into his 
journey, the boy, 
exhausted from 
his travels, is 
trying to find a 
place of shelter 
where he can 
sleep for the 
night.

I’m lost. 

Grrrrr.
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Fine, eat me!

I don't care anymore. 
My life is horrible and 

everything goes wrong 
for me.

Why do you 
feel your life is 

horrible?
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The boy goes on to explain 
of all the difficulties he 
encountered on his journey, 
making mention of every 
encounter with lions. 

No. Instead I see 
that your life is 

blessed.

There was never 
more than one lion 
with you on your 
entire journey. 

Don't you 
agree that 
everything 

goes wrong 
for me?

W-what do 
you mean?

And I was 
that lion.
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I was the one who chased you at the beginning of your 
journey so that you would travel with a companion. 

I was the one 
who scared away 
hungry animals at 
night, even though 
my growls also 

scared you. 
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And when you were running 
for safety toward the city, I 
was the one who chased you 
just when you felt like you 
had no more strength left.

Through chasing you I gave 
you the strength to run 

harder than before so that 
your pursuers wouldn’t catch 

up with you.

And now, 
when you are 
lost and feel 
at the end of 

your rope, I am 
here with you 
to show you 
the way home.
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And we know that God causes everything 
to work together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them. (Romans 8:28 NLT)

For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. (2 Corinthians 4:17 NIV)

No temptation has seized you except what 
is common to man. And God is faithful; he 
will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that you can 
stand up under it. (1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV)

Think about it: There are times when the 
difficulties in our lives are from God’s hand 
to encourage us along a better path and to 
foster strength of character and a greater 
trust in how God works in our lives.
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