EIGHT YEARS OLD AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Eight-year-old Abby Enck thought of an inventive way to raise money for purchasing crayons for children receiving hospital care.
Read the following article to find out how she did it:

8-YEAR-OLD GIRL CREATES CHARITY LEMONADE FRANCHISES

By Kate Allt

Chicago, IL — Plenty of elementary school kids run lemonade stands
during the summer. Few turn those lemmonade stands into charitable
franchises that help sick kids.

But 8-year-old Abby Enck found a way to use her refreshing
entrepreneurial enterprise to bring some color into the life of her 6-year-
old brother Cameron and his cohorts at Lutheran General Children’s
Hospital in Park Ridge. Cameron was born with Cerebral Palsy.

“It’s hard sometimes to have a sibling with a disability, but Abby is a
really great sister,” Abby’s mother Becki Enck said. “I’'m amazed by her
every day. She’s a very giving, thoughtful, gentle person.”

Cameronwasdiagnosed with the disease when he wasjust oneweek old.
Big sister Abby has accompanied him to almost all of his appointments,
and she noticed that the kids at the hospital liked coloring.

So when Abby made $4.50 from selling delicious lemonade to
neighborhood locals, she decided use the money to buy 36 boxes of
Crayons for Cameron and the other kids at the hospital.

“Cameron’s doctor loved it,” Abby said. “I really like to color, and I
thought the kids would love it to0o0.”




When <2010 rolled around, Abby thought
she could best last year’s donation. So rather
than selling lemonade on her own, she created
“lemonade kits” consisting of a bottle of water,
a packet of lemonade, and a homemade tag that
explained her goal. Abby made 52 Kkits, and
recruited family and friends to help sell them for
$1 each.

The franchise idea turned out to be a Crayon
boom-town, and Abby has been able to purchase
869 boxes of Crayola Crayons so far this year. She
hopes to make it to her goal of 1,000 boxes in the
next few weeks.

Officials at Lutheran General are thrilled.

“What’s special about this donation is that
she took it upon herself and made it personal,”
Lutheran General communications manager Nate
Llewellyn said.

It doesn’t hurt that the kids at Lutheran
General love using the gifts.

“Coloring is a great creative outlet for kids,”
Llewellyn said. “It helps them work through any
issues they may be going through and takes their
minds off of mental or physical pain. It really

creates a sense of home, safety, and comfort for
them.”

Becki said Abby handled the whole operation
herself: She created a to-do list, compiled a list of
family and friends that she planned to reach out
to, designed a company logo on the computer, and
came up with a slogan: “If life gives you lemons,
COLOR!”

The whole experience has been good for Abby
and Cameron.

“She used to be very shy, but this is really
bringing her out of her shell,” Becki said. “She
wants to share and this is something exciting
that she can be recognized for.”

Abby says the best part about making the kits
is buying and donating the Crayons. When her
mother asked what she had learned from the
project, the 8-year-old replied, “Everybody can
make a difference”.

Abby will deliver the next batch of Crayons to
Lutheran General on July 25. In the meantime,
she continues to be a supportive, caring sister.

“Whenever Cameron is having issues, she
always says things will be okay,” Becki said.



Cameron’s treatments include a demanding set of
therapy sessions that focus more on cognitive work
than physical rehab. The sessions work to progress
Cameron’s developmental capabilities. The doctors
and therapists at Lutheran General have taught
Cameron to play with toys, try new things and sign
words like “thank you,” “more” and “please.” And
Cameron continues to learn, with his sister always by
his side.

“She really puts the saying ‘When life gives you
lemons, make lemonade’ into practice,” Becki said.
“She is always looking on the bright side.”

The bright side for Cameron is that he’ll join his
sister in elementary school when he enters first grade
next year. Abby will surely help him along the way:
She says she wants to be a special education teacher.

“We are so proud of her, and we know that whatever
she does, she’ll go on to great things,” Becki said.
“She’s just got a great compassion for people.”

Abby already has big plans for next year. She’s going
to upgrade from handing out Crayons to handing out
DVDs. How refreshing!
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While others might be surprised that someone so young would care enough to take the initiative in helping
others—we’re not! We know there are plenty of you out there sharing love and caring for those around you.

So if you have an idea of a way to help someone, even if it seems like a small act, do it anyway. Remember
that while Abby started out small, her little experiment grew from there. Kind deeds have a way of growing
and being reflected in the hearts of others. And what you do will make a difference!
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