THE LIFE OF FRIENDS
OUT GOES THE GRUDGE

A WORD YOU'VE LIKELY HEARD,
BUT YOU’RE NOT SURE OF ITS MEANING.
YOU WERE TOLD, *DON‘T HOLD A GRUDGE,”
YET A “GRUDGE” ISN‘T SOMETHING YOU’RE SEEING.

HERE’S A TALE OF A GRUDGE IN ACTION
WITH OUR DEAR FRIEND, THE DUCK NAMED MICK.
IT STARTED ONE DAY IN THE BARNYARD
WHEN BENNY RAN BY SO QUICK.

I WAS WADDLING FROM FOOD TO POND
WHEN SUDDENLY HERE COMES BENNY.
I’M KNOCKED OVER AS HE RUNS PAST

TO CATCH UP WITH HIS PLAYMATE JENNY.




DOES HE STOP TO SEE HOW I‘M DOING
OR TO APOLOGIZE WITH AN “I‘M SORRY*?
NO, HE’S TOO ABSORBED IN HIS CHASE
TO NOTICE HE’S CAUSED A FLURRY.

WITH FEATHERS ALL TWISTED AND DIRTY,
I PICK MYSELF UP WHILE SQUAWKING.
I YELL ACROSS THE BARNYARD,
“*DON‘T YOU SEE WHO YOU ARE KNOCKING?*

GRUMBLING, I TRY TO CARRY ON,
PREENING FEATHERS ONE AFTER THE OTHER.
I FOLLOW THROUGH WITH MY ROUTINE,
BUT OTHERS’ JOY I NOW WANT TO SMOTHER.




“SO WHAT ARE YOU HAPPY ABOUT, SALLY?”
I CRANK AT ANOTHER IN THE POND.
*IT’S NOT LIKE LIFE IS SO CHEERY,

“*NOR OF YOU IS ANYONE THAT FOND.”

I WATCH MY FRIEND’S HEAD DROOP;
SHE’D BEEN HAPPY EARLIER THAT DAY.
HER TEARS SOON STARTED TO SURFACE,
AND NOW SHE NO LONGER WANTED TO PLAY.




YOU SEE, I WAS A VICTIM,
BUT NOT OF BENNY’S FLURRY THROUGH THE YARD.
I WAS A VICTIM OF HOLDING A GRUDGE.
I HAD FULLY LET DOWN MY GUARD.

A GRUDGE |S SOMETHING THAT HAPPENS
WHEN WE FEEL ILL-TREATED OR ILL-USED.
IT SETS IN WHEN INSTEAD OF BOUNCING BACK
WE FEEL SORRY FOR OURSELVES AND MUSE.

I SHOULD HAVE FORGIVEN BENNY,
WHETHER HE HAD ASKED FOR IT OR NOT.
THEN I WOULD HAVE OVERCOME;

NO HURT SETTING IN TO CAUSE ROT.




BENNY HADN’T NOTICED WHAT HAPPENED,
NEITHER DID JENNY AS THEY PLAYED.
IT WASN'T ILL INTENTIONED,

AND I WASN‘T HURT, ONLY GRAZED.

BUT I CARRIED THIS GRUDGE WITHIN ME
AND IT SPILLED OUT ON THOSE AROUND,
LIKE ON MY FRIEND IN THE DUCK POND
WHO EARLIER WAS HAPPY AND SOUND.

NOW SALLY WAS ALSO DOWNHEARTED,
SHE SULKED HER WAY THROUGH THE WHOLE DAY.
SALLY BROUGHT OTHERS DOWN WITH HER TOO
WHEN SHE FOUGHT OVER A NEST IN THE HAY.

I WANT THIS
NEST SO I’'M
TAKING IT/




IT WAS TIME TO MAKE AMENDS,
AND I KNEW IT STARTED WITH ME.
I SOUGHT OUT BENNY AND JENNY
TO SETTLE THINGS BETWEEN US THREE.

“I’M SORRY FOR BEING SULKY,”
I APOLOGIZED TO MY TWO HOOFED FRIENDS.
THEY LOOKED AT ME STARTLED AND WONDERING
WHY I THOUGHT THERE WAS SOMETHING TO MEND.

“YOU SEE,” I SAID TO THEM EXPLAINING,
“EARLIER ON WHEN YOU WERE AT PLAY,
“*BENNY, YOU KNOCKED ME OVER,
“BUT RAN ON WITH NOTHING TO SAY.”




NOW BENNY WAS SURPRISED AND APOLOGIZED,
“I’M VERY SORRY, MY DEAR FRIEND, MICK!/
I SHOULD HAVE BEEN SLOWER WHEN PASSING,
SO YOU WOULDN‘T HAVE SUFFERED A KICK.”

YYOU KNOW IT WASN‘T INTENTIONAL
NI THINK YOU ARE ONE SWELL DUCK.”
WE MADE UP AND ALL WAS WELL,
THE GRUDGE NO LONGER HELD ME IN THE MUCK.

I THEN WENT UP TO SALLY,

MY DEAR FRIEND WHOM I HAD HURT SO.
YI’M SORRY, SALLY DEAR, FOR SAYING THAT.
YYOU’RE MY CLOSEST FRIEND;

I WANT YOU TO KNOW.”
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AND SO ONCE AGAIN IN THE BARNYARD
ALL WAS MADE WELL AMONGST FRIENDS.
THAT GRUDGE HAD TRIED TO TRICK US
INTO DESTROYING FRIENDSHIPS AND NOT MEND.
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IT’S NOT LIKE WE’RE NOW ALL PERFECT.
WE OCCASIONALLY DO THINGS THAT CAN OFFEND,
BUT WE ALSO KNOW TO FORGIVE THE OTHER
AND NOT ALLOW A FRIENDSHIP TO END.
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OUR FRIENDSHIPS IN LIFE ARE PRICELESS,
AND AN APOLOGY IS VERY WORTHWHILE.
IT HELPS TO STOP THE PAIN OF A HURT

AND TO REPLACE A GRUDGE WITH A SMILE.
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