
Many years ago there was a wealthy man named 
Henry Mercer who said he didn’t believe in God. 
“I’m an atheist,” he said. “I only believe in myself 
and money.” He was a very proud man, but he 
wasn’t happy.

A Loaf of Bread

Just down the street from Henry lived a poor woman named 
Jeanette Smith. She had a deep love for Jesus. Although 
Jeanette was poor and had few possessions, she was rich in 
her faith in God. She was also a happy, peaceful woman, who 
tried to always focus on positive things in her interactions 
with other people and often talked about Jesus.

Jeanette’s wealthy neighbor, Henry, did not understand how 
she could be happy when she had so little money and so few 
possessions. Henry also could not understand Jeanette’s 
love for Jesus. In fact, it seemed that he was jealous of 
Jeanette’s joy, and would often do mean things to her in an 
effort to undermine her happiness.



One day as Jeanette was walking along the hot, dusty 
road carrying her groceries home from the market, 
Henry rode by in his fine carriage. As he neared Jeanette, 
he slowed the carriage. “Well, how are you today?” he 
asked. “Hot, isn’t it? Why doesn’t your God turn down the 
heat a little for you?” Henry laughed at his own joke, and 
then, without offering her a ride, he drove away laughing 
at how clever he thought he had been.

Even though life was at times difficult, Jeanette’s inner 
peace and faith in God’s love never ceased.

One day while Henry was walking his dog, he passed 
by Jeanette’s house and thought he overheard her 
talking to someone. Curious to know who she was 
talking to, Henry moved closer to an open window 
and was surprised to find that Jeanette was praying.

“Lord, I have no bread to eat today, and no money 
to buy bread,” Jeanette prayed. “You promised in 
Philippians 4:19 that You would supply all of my 
needs. Please look after me and supply the food I 
need. In Jesus’ name, I pray.”



Henry’s heart was touched for a 
moment, but soon an impish smile 
came to his face. He had thought 
of a trick to play on his neighbor, 
and he hurried to the store to buy 
a big loaf of bread. Arriving back 
at Jeanette’s home, Henry tossed 
the loaf of bread in through an 
open window.

Jeanette was thrilled! God had 
answered her prayer so quickly. 
Immediately, she began to thank 
Jesus. “Oh, thank You, Jesus, for this 
loaf of bread. I only needed to ask, 
and You quickly supplied my need.”

Suddenly, Jeanette heard a mocking 
laugh outside her house. Henry 
stuck his head through the open 
window. “Ha! Ha! Ha!” he exclaimed. 
“It wasn’t God at all. It was me!”

But to Henry’s dismay, Jeanette only 
smiled and continued with her praise 
to God. “Thank You, wonderful 
Jesus! You sent me this loaf of 
bread, even if You had to use Henry 
Mercer to deliver it to me!”

Henry’s face turned bright red. 
Once again his plan had not worked. 
As he stomped off in anger, Henry 
couldn’t help but wonder if perhaps 
God really had used him to answer 
Jeanette’s prayer.
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