
The City of Jericho
When the children of Israel were first settling in the land of 
Canaan, Joshua sent spies to the city of Jericho. Later, the 
Israelites marched around the walls once every day for six days 
with the priests and the Ark of the Covenant leading the way. On 
the seventh day, they marched seven times around the walls, then 
the priests blew their horns, the Israelites all shouted, and the 
walls of the city fell.1

The city was later rebuilt during the reign of King Ahab.2 It was in 
Jericho that Jesus met Zacchaeus many centuries later.3

The city’s first biblical character link is Rahab, a woman of Jericho 
who hid the two spies sent by Joshua. Because of her action, 
God protected her household during the fall of Jericho. Rahab is 
honored in the book of Hebrews (in the New Testament) for her 
belief.4 She is also listed as an ancestor of Jesus, because she 
was the mother of Boaz, the great grandfather of King David.5

Footnotes: 
1 Joshua 2 and 6:1–5
2 1 Kings 16:34

3 Luke 19:1–10 
4 Hebrews 11:30–31 
5 Matthew 1:5–6
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