
The Town of Capernaum 
Capernaum was located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee.
In his Gospel, Matthew refers to Capernaum as being Jesus’ own city, 
even though Jesus wasn’t born there nor were his parents from there. 
“And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own 
city.”1 However, Jesus performed many miracles in Capernaum. He often 
preached in the synagogue there, a synagogue that had been built by a 
Roman centurion.2

Capernaum, a fishing village, was where Peter’s home was. On one 
occasion, Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law shortly after He had 
spoken at the synagogue of Capernaum.
The area of Capernaum is where Jesus chose several of his disciples: 
Peter and his brother Andrew, John and James,3 and Matthew.4

Even though the people of Capernaum had witnessed many miracles 
done by Jesus, the majority of the people there didn’t believe and 
rejected Him.5

Footnotes: 
1 Matthew 9:1
2 Luke 7:1–10

3 Mark 1:16–34
4 Matthew 9:1, 9
5 Matthew 11:23   
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