
Prison Doors and a Jailor’s Heart
(Acts 16:9–40)

Due to a vision Paul had of being invited to teach the people of 
Macedonia about Jesus, Paul and Silas (also known as Barnabas) 
went to Philippi in Macedonia.

A woman by the name of Lydia believed what Paul taught them, 
and soon Lydia and her family were baptized.

In Philippi, there was a slave girl with an evil spirit who would tell 
others their fortunes for a fee charged by her owners. She began to 
follow Paul and Silas around and harass them. In the name of Jesus, 
Paul commanded the evil spirit in her to leave. This upset the girl’s 
owners, who had the authorities throw Paul and Silas into prison.

At midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God, and 
the prisoners heard them. Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, 
and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains 
were loosed. The prison guard was very afraid that the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul comforted him that they were still there.

The relieved guard listened to Paul’s teachings about Jesus and 
believed. And all of his family did as well.

The next day Paul and Silas were released from the prison.
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