
TALES OF FARM FRIENDS

THE FRIENDLY  
DOG, SPOCK

Spock is one amazing dog, a cross 
between a beagle and a border collie. 
Spock might not win a ribbon for beauty 
at a dog competition, but he makes up for 
his simple looks with his intelligence, 
and his affection, and loyalty to his human 
companions and their farm. 



Spock has lived on my brother’s farm 
for nine years now, which means he’s 
fairly old for a farm dog. He’s had a 
busy life protecting the farmhouse, 
chicken house, barn, and shop. 

He’s chased off many a 
coyote that would otherwise 
be interested in having a 
chicken snack or in stalking 
one of the farm cats.



The deer aren’t as smart as Spock, but 
they have occasionally outsmarted him. 
They learned to wait until Spock was 
sound asleep so that he didn’t hear or 
smell them approach. Of course, if he 
was awake, he would never allow them 
to snack on the garden.

One of Spock’s jobs has been to protect 
the garden from the deer. Deer love 
to eat the lettuce, peas, beet greens, 
spinach, green beans, and even the new 
fruit trees the farmer planted near the 
garden. As beautiful as deer are, they 
are not desired in gardens. So Spock has 
been given the task of chasing the deer 
off when they come near the garden. 



One night my brother went outside 
on a moonlit night to check that all 
was well. What did he see? A couple 

of deer sniffing a curled-up dog 
under the juniper tree. Do you 

think Spock was sleeping? 
My brother suspects Spock 
was awake and welcomed the 
company of the deer, so he 
pretended to be asleep 
while they sniffed him. 

Can you guess what has happened as 
Spock has become older? He’s grown 
fond of the deer. After all, he’s 
spent much of his life around them. 
He’s seen the does raise their 
fawns. He’s watched as these 
fawns grew into bucks and does 
that return to try to raid the 
garden. And he’s come  
to respect the deer  
as his friends.



And one morning an even more 
amazing event happened. The 
deer were standing on the 
hill overlooking the house. 
Spock sighted the deer and 
ran toward them. My brother 
thought Spock was running 
to chase the deer away as 
he had done in the past. But 
instead, the deer stood still 
and waited, unafraid. Once 
Spock reached the deer, 
he greeted them by sniffing 
noses with his friends!

So there you have the tale of 
the deer and the watchdog. Or 
maybe it’s the tale of some of 
God’s good friends!
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Did you know that the Bible talks about how one 
day Jesus will rule the world and make all things 
wonderful and beautiful again, like it was in the 
Garden of Eden? In that day, the Bible explains that 
God will make the animals friendly with each other.

“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the 
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them” 
(Isaiah 11:6 ESV). 

It seems Spock 
and his friends are 
ahead of their time!
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